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“30 Years of the PABSEC – Enhancing the Cooperation in the Black Sea Region”

1. The Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (PABSEC), having assessed the experience of multilateral economic cooperation during the existence of the Assembly, confirms its full commitment to the spirit and principles enshrined in the Declaration on the Establishment of the PABSEC (1993) and subsequent statutory documents on the basis of which interparliamentary cooperation is carried out in the Black Sea Region. The Assembly reaffirms its commitment to the goals and objectives stipulated in the Istanbul Summit Declaration (1992) and the Bosphorus Statement (1992). The principles laid down in these documents become even more relevant and topical today in the context of the rapidly changing geopolitical realities in the region and in the world.
2. Noting the serious concern of the Member States and their parliaments in connection with the situation in Ukraine, the PABSEC express its conviction that the Black Sea, which has been a symbol of the unification of the states on the basis of mutual trust and understanding, should not become a place of division and separation. The PABSEC has always condemned and condemns any form of aggression and advocates for peace, cooperation and prosperity in the Wider Black Sea Region. The PABSEC declares its readiness to join efforts to enhance multilateral economic cooperation in the region, based on parliamentary diplomacy for the benefit of mutual respect and understanding. The political will with which the PABSEC was established 30 years ago must be strengthened on the basis of the general principles of good neighbourliness for the benefit of the peoples living in the Black Sea region.
3. The PABSEC underlines that Economic cooperation among the countries of the Wider Black Sea Region is based on the concept of subregional economic cooperation as an effective measure to strengthen mutual trust and reconciliation. The Black Sea Economic Cooperation, which aims to transform the Black Sea into a sea of peace, stability, and prosperity, is an instrument of interaction and dialogue on a wide range of economic issues and initiatives. The unique historical and political experience of each country in the region complement the cooperation process and give new impetus to substantial and qualitative raise of interaction and mutual progress.
4. The PABSEC acknowledges that changing geopolitical realities globally and in the region, crises, conflicts, tensions in relations between countries give rise to new risks and decrease level of cooperation. However, the countries of the Black Sea region, sharing common economic and cultural interests, need to find common ground and improve the political and economic situation in the region in order to enhance the role and significance of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation in interregional and global politics. To this end, it is imperative to strengthen the role of national parliaments and the Parliamentary Assembly to restore and consolidate relations of friendship and trust between all the states in the region.
5. The PABSEC highly appreciates the multidisciplinary and results-oriented cooperation that has been established between the structures of the BSEC family at interparliamentary (PABSEC), intergovernmental (BSEC Organization), financial (Black Sea Trade and Development Bank), business (BSEC Business Council), academic (International Centre for Black Sea Studies) levels and with the participation of the observers and Sectoral Dialogue Partners. Strengthening dialogue at all levels and coordination between all participants in the BSEC process shall ensure the enhancement of comprehensive development and implementation of main guidelines of the new roadmap document “Economic Agenda: Towards a Sustainable Future of the Wider Black Sea Area”.
6. The PABSEC welcomes the enlargement of interaction with regional and international parliamentary structures and believes that further efforts should be made to multiply inter-parliamentary initiatives and supplement them with new content. The further development of interparliamentary relations shall contribute to the establishment of ties in public, political, social, economic, cultural, and humanitarian spheres, and promote development and strengthening of cooperation between the states. 
7. The PABSEC acknowledges that in the thirty years of cooperation, the Assembly has achieved a lot. Many important and valuable results have been achieved in various areas of cooperation in the Black Sea Region that promote common values and enhance effective interaction mechanisms. In this difficult period for the region, the PABSEC expresses its readiness, within its competence and through the joint efforts of parliamentarians, to contribute to the achievement of peace, stability and prosperity following the principle of seeing the Black Sea as a symbol of the unification and rapprochement of peoples and countries, and not of separation between them. 
8. Therefore, the Assembly recommends that the Parliaments and the Governments of the BSEC Member States:

i. harness the potential of the multilateral economic cooperation in the Black Sea region by strengthening intergovernmental, interparliamentary, banking, business, and academic components to ensure effective mechanism for achieving common goals and objectives;
ii. intensify the efforts of the parliaments to increase the effectiveness of achieving the goals set out in the Declaration on the Establishment of the Assembly and the PABSEC statutory documents;

iii. take concerted action to ensure greater coherence and coordination with the BSEC Organization in matters of setting agendas so that the issues and projects considered by the BSEC can be complemented by PABSEC initiatives and vice versa;

iv. work together and find common ground for improving the political and economic situation in the region and strengthen the role of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation in interregional and global politics;

v. strive to support the peaceful coexistence of different peoples and cultures in the region on the basis of strengthening mutual understanding and creating an atmosphere of mutual respect;

vi. strengthen the role of national parliaments and the PABSEC in restoring and strengthening friendly and trusting relationships between all states of the region; 
vii. contribute to the strengthening of interparliamentary dialogue on issues of cooperation in the economic, social, cultural and political spheres, as well as the creating synergies in the spirit of friendship, good neighbourliness, mutual respect and mutual understanding;
viii. pay special attention to the effective exchange of experience between parliamentarians of the BSEC Member States on strengthening regional integration within the framework of interrelated processes of regionalization and globalization in international cooperation;

ix. multiply the activities of members of the Assembly and strengthen interaction between the Assembly and national parliaments in order to find effective solutions and create the necessary conditions for overcoming disputes within the norms of international law, mutual trust and mutual respect;

x. ensure efficiency of the mechanisms for regular meetings between parliamentarians of the BSEC Member States with the aim to discuss issues of mutual interest, strengthen the atmosphere of mutual understanding and cooperation that contributes to the strengthening of diplomatic relations, international partnerships and establishment of trust;

xi. consider introduction of an effective and efficient mechanism for follow-up of the decisions and the recommendations of the Assembly;

xii. increase effectiveness of the input of the national delegations in the process of drafting documents, acknowledging the valuable experience of every Member State in achieving common goals;

xiii. take special efforts to ensure that national delegations restore personal contacts and relationships and strengthen the “spirit of the PABSEC”, which has always helped to find compromises and mutually acceptable solutions in the most difficult situations;

xiv. join efforts of the national parliaments to support to the implementation of the  “Economic Agenda: Towards a Sustainable Future of the Wider Black Sea Area”; 

xv.  strengthen political support for joint projects of the BSEC and use existing mechanisms and platforms to increase the practical impact of the BSEC Organization;

xvi. facilitate the work for necessary legislative changes to improve legislative framework to ensure timely implementation of multilateral projects and agreements;

xvii. take the necessary measures to eliminate existing differences in legal and regulatory systems, laws and rules between countries, that complicate the implementation of economic objectives;

xviii. ensure the openness of parliamentarians and their willingness to cooperate and compromise in order to achieve the goals of the PABSEC and the BSEC;

xix. pay special attention to ensuring the effective participation of authorities at regional, national and local levels, as well as representatives of non-governmental organizations, business circles, scientific and technical community, youth and the media;
xx. prioritise resuming PABSEC initiatives in various fields and at different levels, including cooperation between women parliamentarians of the BSEC Member States, as well as put forward new ideas and initiatives to strengthen the regional cooperation;
xxi. further develop and expand the relations with other parliamentary organizations based on shared values and goals;

xxii. create conditions for jointly overcoming crisis situations within the framework of international law, as well as for strengthening relations of good neighbourliness and mutual trust;

9. The Assembly invites the BSEC Council of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, to consider this Recommendation.  
*Assembly debate, on 17 November 2023 (See Doc. GA62/LC62/REP/23, Report of the Legal and Political Affairs   Committee “30 Years of the PABSEC – Enhancing the Cooperation in the Black Sea Region”, discussed on 31 October 2023 in Istanbul; Rapporteur: Ms. Zhalya Ahmadova, member of the Committee (Azerbaijan)





Text adopted at the Sixty-Second General Assembly in Kyiv on 17  November 2023.
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