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I. INTRODUCTION
1. The Black Sea region has significant geopolitical potential due to its strategic location between Europe and Asia, being key transport crossroads for trade routes and energy corridors and owing abundant natural and human resources. Existing and potential opportunities for increased connectivity between neighbouring countries and regions turn the region into a major transit hub for multiple trade corridors and transportation networks, including the One Belt One Road project and various European transport initiatives, and make it attractive for investment and economic development.
2. Economic cooperation among the countries of the Wider Black Sea Region is based on the concept of subregional economic cooperation as an effective measure to strengthen mutual trust and reconciliation. Creating favourable conditions for prosperity and peaceful coexistence of different peoples and cultures in the region based on mutual understanding, mutual respect and responsibility are the fundamental principles of this cooperation. The Black Sea Economic Cooperation, which aims to transform the Black Sea into a sea of peace, stability, and prosperity, is an instrument of interaction and dialogue on a wide range of economic issues and initiatives. The unique historical and political experience of each country in the region, different paths of political and economic development enrich and complement the cooperation process and give new impetus to substantial and qualitative growth of interaction and mutual progress. 
3. Today the Black Sea region is going through one of the most difficult periods in its history. Changing geopolitical realities globally and in the region, crises, conflicts, tensions in relations between countries give rise to new risks and decrease level of cooperation. However, despite all the risks and threats, the countries of the Black Sea region have common economic and cultural interests, which can serve as a basis for revival and further strengthening of cooperation. It is important to find common ground and improve the political and economic situation in the region in order to enhance the role and significance of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation in interregional and global politics. In this regard, it is imperative to strengthen the role of national parliaments and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (PABSEC) to restore and consolidate relations of friendship and trust between all the states in the region. 
4. Every five years, the PABSEC prepares a program document, assessing the results of the accomplished work, discussing the key challenges facing the region and defining strategic directions for future cooperation. In these reports, the national delegations of the parliaments of Member States present their vision of future cooperation and identify priorities. Over the past 30 years, the world has undergone significant changes, which must be taken into account in the context of the activities of the Assembly. Indeed, 30 years’ experience of cooperation needs to be better understood and it is necessary to analyse what and how has been done and to determine, with a sense of historical responsibility, what is needed to be done to achieve the goals and objectives in order to build a better future. 
5. As part of the Anniversary Year, the Sixty-First Meeting of the Legal and Political Affairs Committee decided the main agenda item of the Sixty-Second Meeting of Committee to be dedicated to the issue “30 years of the PABSEC: Enhancing the Cooperation in the Black Sea Region” with a view to elaborate the Report and the Recommendation to be submitted to the autumn Sixty-Second Plenary Session of the PABSEC General Assembly. 
6. The present Report has been elaborated with the contributions of the following National delegations: the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Hellenic Republic, the Republic of Moldova, the Republic of North Macedonia, Romania, the Republic of Serbia, the Republic of Türkiye and Ukraine. Reference material from the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation and BSEC-Related Bodies is also used.
II. 30 YEARS OF THE PABSEC: ENHANCING THE COOPERATION IN THE BLACK SEA REGION
7. On 4 May 2023, Upon the invitation of H.E. Prof. Dr. Mustafa Sentop, PABSEC President, Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of Türkiye, the Summit of Speakers of the Parliaments of the BSEC Member States, dedicated to the 30th Anniversary of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation, was held in Ankara. The main topic of the event was “30th Anniversary of the PABSEC: Common Geography, Common Vision, Common Future”. The Summit was attended by Speakers of Parliament from Armenia, North Macedonia, Serbia, Türkiye, the First Deputy Chairman of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan, as well as the heads of the PABSEC national delegations from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, the Republic of Moldova, North Macedonia, Russia, Serbia, Türkiye and Ukraine. 

8. The participants in the Summit exchanged views regarding the prospects for further strengthening the cooperation and expanding the scope of the activities of the parliaments of the Black Sea Region. It was recognized that the BSEC Region faces threats that need to be addressed and that the effective cooperation among the parliaments of the BSEC Member States, is a viable means of increasing the effectiveness of the regional cooperation. It was underlined that the conflicts should be settled through peaceful means and that the regional economic cooperation can promote the strengthening of peace, stability and good neighbourly relations. The participants noted that the involvement in ambitious and mutually beneficial projects will create new bridges for sustainable economic development. It was emphasized that the common goals of strengthening of democratic processes, economic growth and reforms aimed at economies’ modernisation to the benefit of the citizens require join efforts of the regional community in restoring the Black Sea region as an area of peace, cooperation and development.   

9. The establishment of the PABSEC in February 1993 constitutes an important historical milestone and is the result of strong political will of the Member States’ parliaments in order to promote the interparliamentary dialogue on cooperation in economic, social, cultural and political spheres, as well as joint actions in a spirit of friendship, good neighbourly relations, mutual respect and mutual understanding. The Assembly is a forum for the exchange of experience between parliamentarians of the BSEC Member States on strengthening regional integration within the framework of the interrelated processes of regionalization and globalization of international cooperation, which largely depends on a combination of political and economic factors that change at different stages of development under the influence of external and internal environment.
10. The PABSEC strives to attain the goals and objectives set forth in the Declaration on its Establishment such as the achievement of a high level of regional economic cooperation and transformation of the Black Sea Region into a zone of prosperity, peace, and stability. The principles laid down in the statutory documents become even more relevant and topical today in the context of the changing geopolitical realities in the region and in the world. 
11. The process of economic cooperation in the region is complex and contradictory, since specific forms of interaction depend on the levels of development of each member state, as well as their participation in other regional and subregional groupings. In this regard, the BSEC region is characterized by diversity in levels of national economic development, rates of economic growth, as well as social, cultural and historical factors and the participation of member countries in other regional organizations. However, over time, establishment of long-term and sustainable economic relationships in the region, with strong political will and a sense of responsibility to the people of the region, can help find difficult solutions.

12. The Black Sea countries have repeatedly stated their desire to achieve a higher level of regional cooperation and integration into the wider European and global space. The BSEC states have created a solid basis for the implementation of joint economic policies. Significant successes have been achieved in such areas as trade, transport, investment, energy, ecology, technology, etc. However, diversity in levels of national economic development, reform programs and economic growth rates slows down the process of regional integration. Country-specific difficulties, lack of government commitment, weak public administration, comparatively low investments in various countries, and political instability have a negative impact on the effectiveness in the implementation of the mandated tasks.

13. The Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation was founded in 1992 with the objective of promoting regional economic cooperation among the Member States in a spirit of good neighbourly relations and cooperation. The BSEC has promoted strengthening of economic ties between countries, the exchange of knowledge and experience, the development of economic and trade agreements, and also paved the way towards development of joint projects in the field of tourism, transport, communications, trade, etc. The economic orientation of the BSEC Organization implied strengthening of the economic component of multilateral cooperation despite political disputes between some countries and lack of diplomatic relations between others. However, the latest Russia's war of aggression against Ukraine has aggravated the already difficult situation and undermined the possibility of continuing cooperation and partnership in the Region.
14. The “BSEC Economic Agenda: Towards Enhanced Partnership”, adopted by the Heads of States and Government of the BSEC Member States in Istanbul on 26 June 2012, created the concept for the economic development of the Region and defined a strategy for the enhancement of the regional cooperation in short and medium terms. In 2023 the BSEC Serbian Chairmanship-in-Office initiated updating of the BSEC Economic Agenda. In this respect, a Meeting of Informal Ad Hoc Group of Experts with the mandate to work to finalize the revised document was organised on 13 September 2023. 

15. The main guidelines of the draft updated “Economic Agenda: Towards a Sustainable Future of the Wider Black Sea Area” are: ensuring sustainable peace; pursuing sustainable development; strengthening the project-oriented dimension of the BSEC Organization; increasing mutual venture capital funds and direct investments in technology ventures between the BSEC countries; cooperation with international and regional organizations and institutions; intensifying intra-regional trade and investment; cooperation among the customs and border crossing administrations; establishment of efficient transport network; sustainable energy; environmental protection and climate action; food security and safety; healthcare; tourism and protection of cultural heritage; sustainable development of SME sector; closer cooperation in the field of banking and finance; information society; exchange of economic and statistical data; education; good governance and the rule of law; combating organizes crime, terrorism, corruption; cooperation in emergency situations; etc. 

16. In recent years, the BSEC has focused on strengthening the project-oriented approach of the Organization and enhancement of its operational capabilities and mechanisms. Effective steps have been taken towards activities aimed at implementing the existing and new projects of common interest for the Member States, specifically those that reinforce blue economy of the Black Sea Region and the Regional connectivity in and among the BSEC Member States. The Organization pays particular attention to exploring ways to further enhance cooperation among the BSEC Member States in line with provisions of the “Framework for BSEC E-Commerce Cooperation”, “Regional Trade Facilitation Strategy for the BSEC Region” and “Framework for BSEC Single Window Cooperation”.
17. The dynamic process of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation, through its mutually supportive inter-governmental, interparliamentary, banking, business and academic dimensions is a useful tool for seeking solutions to the complex and challenging problems of modern times. Parliamentary cooperation through consultations, exchange of information and experience, nationally and internationally, as well as through joint initiatives, complements intergovernmental cooperation in the form of concluding treaties and agreements. The individual actions of Member States, as well as their collective efforts in a spirit of mutual support, are helping to strengthen multilateral cooperation in the region. Enhancement of public institutions, good governance, rule of law, economic growth, and improved conditions for trade, investment and private sector contribute to broader and more decisive implementation of joint programs and projects. Collaborative participation of parliaments and governments in preparation and implementation of policies and decisions can lead to more balanced and effective decisions. It also helps strengthen democratic process and provides a platform for broader public debate and enlarged participation in decision-making.
18. Coordination and interaction between the BSEC Organisation, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (PABSEC), the BSEC Business Council (BSEC BC), the Black Sea Trade and Development Bank (BSTDB) and the International Centre for Black Sea Studies (ICBSS), as well as the Sectoral Dialogue Partners, such as the Union of Road Transport Associations of the BSEC Member States (BSEC URTA) and the Black Sea Universities Network (BSUN) are increasing every year. Active and effective cooperation between all participants in the Black Sea Cooperation Process is of great importance to ensure support at all levels of regional cooperation. Taking into account the potential of each of these institutions and based on their long experience and professional knowledge, it is necessary to enhance a permanent exchange of information on current issues of cooperation and to ensure effective mechanism for achieving common goals. It is the common interest to optimise effectiveness of the BSEC Organization to strengthen the economic and social development of the countries of the region. 
19. During its 30 years’ activities the Assembly has taken resolute actions to provide full support to the activities of BSEC Organization and has concentrated its efforts on adopting recommendations on subjects of utmost importance for the implementation of the projects of multilateral economic cooperation elaborated by the BSEC. However, the Assembly must strengthen its role, increase efficiency and productivity, and become an active player in the Wider Black Sea Region and in each Member State in order for the regional mechanism to complement efforts at the national level and develop concrete actions to achieve shared goals of cooperation. There is no doubt that the cooperation among the Black Sea states will become more effective if coordination between parliaments and governments, between the PABSEC and the BSEC is enhanced. It is important to strengthen political support for joint projects of the BSEC and to use existing mechanisms and platforms to harness the political and economic potential to achieve significant progress.
20. Many important and valuable results have been achieved in various areas of cooperation in the Black Sea Region. In recent years, initiatives have been launched to strengthen economic and cultural cooperation. Progress has also been made in the development of infrastructure and the integration of Black Sea ports into the international trade network. Great importance is attached to cooperation in the field of transport, energy, telecommunications, tourism and other sectors of the economy. However, still there are challenges in the region that need to be addressed, such as corruption, security and small and medium-sized enterprises. It is necessary to continue to work on strengthening transport and logistics ties, developing the tourism industry and creating favourable conditions for attracting investment.

21. The main impediments slowing down economic cooperation in the Black Sea region are existing conflicts and political tensions between the states, which negatively affect economic relations and cooperation. In certain cases, introduction of trade restrictions reduces opportunities for economic cooperation. Another important obstacle is the difference in legal and regulatory systems, laws, and rules between countries, which complicates the normalization of economic relations. Cooperation requires high trust, removing barriers and building mutually beneficial relationships between countries. The BSEC region is undoubtedly unique in terms of its enormous opportunities for partnership and cooperation, establishing and strengthening peaceful and good neighbourly relations.

22. The successful economic cooperation helps reduce political tension, and the resolution of political problems stimulates integration. The participation of countries in joint projects contributes to tightening economic ties and interdependence. Integration, in turn, stimulates solution of political problems. Regional cooperation also helps promote common values and interests and helps to find compromises and ways to resolve difficult political issues. However, it should be noted that economic cooperation not always is able to bring political solutions. It is important that countries work proactively and remove possible barriers and promote dialogue and cooperation to achieve common goals. Yet, regional economic cooperation has the potential to stimulate trust and friendly relations between countries, as well as reduce tensions and improve cooperation.

23. The PABSEC has become an important regional parliamentary organization and plays an important role in strengthening regional cooperation. Parliamentarians represent the voice of the citizens of the countries in the region. The Parliamentary Assembly promotes dialogue, influences the legislative process and monitors the implementation of decisions made. Members of parliament meet with their colleagues from other countries to discuss issues of mutual interest, to build relationships based on mutual understanding and cooperation, which helps strengthen diplomatic ties, form international partnerships, and establish trust.

24. The Assembly in the recent years has focused on the important issues, such as: cooperation in the field of energy, agriculture, green economy, blue growth, support of the SMEs, the different aspects of combating trafficking in human beings, the different aspects of combating pandemic, the issues related with refuges and migrants, financial technologies, transport, economic security, unemployment, cooperation in the field of education and innovation,  digitalization and innovation in the legislative process, the importance of the pharmaceutical industry, investments, fight against corruption, terrorism in the BSEC Member States, etc. In this regard, the Assembly has adopted the relevant reports and recommendations. 

25. Moreover, the PABSEC has organised many valuable events, such as the Forum of the Presidents of the Constitutional Courts of the BSEC Member States, the Conference of Ombudsmen of the BSEC Member States, Children and Youth Festival of the BSEC Member States “Golden Ferry”, the Meetings of the Public Television Broadcasters from the BSEC Member States. At the same time the PABSEC initiated the cooperation among the governors and mayors of capital cities of the BSEC Member States with the aim to pool the expertise of local authorities to make more efficient contribution to the attainment of the goals and objectives. The PABSEC has initiated the organization of annual meetings of the secretaries general of the parliaments of the BSEC Member States and the organizations having observer status in the PABSEC. These initiatives are directed towards bringing together the different components of the process of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation and therefore their revival and continuation paves the way towards strengthening of involvement of various stakeholders in the process of regional cooperation. Also, during its Anniversary year, the PABSEC plans to organise the Meeting of the Presidents of the Academy of Sciences and the Meeting of the Secretaries General of the Parliaments of the BSEC Member States.

26. The enhancement of the interaction with regional and international structures and the intensification of the inter-parliamentary initiatives have enriched the scope of activity and content and created impetus to strengthen the authority of the Assembly on the international arena. The PABSEC has elaborated strong ties for cooperation with other Inter-Parliamentary Assemblies, with which it shares common values and interests.  During the last 5 years the PABSEC has been granted observer status in the Parliamentary Assembly of the Organization on Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE PA), in the Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic States (TURKPA), in the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean (PAUFM), in the Non-Aligned Movement Parliamentary Network (NAM PN). It has also become an Associate Member in the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU). Also, an Agreement on Cooperation with the Inter-Parliamentary Assembly of Member Nations of the Commonwealth of Independent States (IPA CIS) has been signed in September 2016, as well as Memorandum on Cooperation with the Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC) in September 2017.
27. For thirty years of cooperation, the Assembly has achieved a lot. It has broadened the horizon of regional cooperation and has developed effective mechanisms of interaction. However, the Assembly needs to intensify its activities aimed at strengthening democratization at the local and regional levels, further improving national legislative systems and promoting the development of mechanisms for multilateral cooperation that contribute to the achievement of peace and prosperity in the Black Sea region in the name of sustainable economic growth, regional integration and strong civil society. 
28. Regional and global strategies change significantly every year, and the visions of the countries in the region also change radically. In this regard, it is useful to develop a common vision of the PABSEC on the basis of already developed documents, taking into account the possibilities and priorities of all the BSEC Member States. It is necessary to introduce an effective and efficient mechanism for follow-up of the decisions and the recommendations of the Assembly. It is also necessary to increase effectiveness of the input of the national delegations in the process of drafting documents, acknowledging the significance of the contribution by every Member State to achieving common goals.
29. The key to successful cooperation within the PABSEC for many years has been the ongoing commitment of its members to the “spirit of the PABSEC”, which strives to ensure the atmosphere of mutual trust, consultations, and viable solutions. Unfortunately, the forced holding of meetings of committees and General Assembly online during acute restrictions in recent years due to the pandemic has disconnected the members of parliamentary delegations, weakened the established relationships and personal contacts, which have always helped to overcome the most difficult critical situations, find compromises and mutually acceptable solutions. Lately, the “spirit of the PABSEC” has been weakened. In this regard, national delegations should support each other and restore the atmosphere created by the countries of the region in previous years and try to organize and actively participate in events hosted by the national parliaments.

Vision and Proposals of the National Delegations 
30. The Republic of Azerbaijan, as an active participant in the PABSEC, attaches great importance to the principles laid down in its foundation. Cooperation based on respect for sovereignty, indivisibility of territorial integrity and inviolability of borders is the basis for the peaceful and stable development of the Region. The Republic of Azerbaijan also recognizes the importance of strengthening the dialogue, the mutual understanding, and the trust in the Region through regular meetings and consultations. 
31. Over the past three decades, the PABSEC has played a significant role in promoting dialogue and strengthening the confidence-building measures among its Member States. The Republic of Azerbaijan, being located on the shores of the Caspian Sea and not having direct access to the Black Sea, considers it important to develop maritime trade and cooperation in the field of port infrastructures. In addition, the country is a key transit point for the delivery of energy resources from the Caspian Region to the world markets and actively supports initiatives for the development of the energy infrastructure in the Black Sea Region. In this regard, the PABSEC gives the opportunity to strengthen the partnerships with other Member States in this field and to ensure the reliability and safety of energy resource transportation.
32. The Caspian Sea is rich in natural gas, oil and energy resources. The region has access to the world and European markets through large-scale projects that have been implemented over the past 30 years, mainly in the field of energy, including the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) oil pipeline, the Trans-Anatolian and Trans-Adriatic gas pipelines. The Region is gradually gaining high importance in economic terms and becoming more attractive for investments. It is important to note that the cooperation in the Black Sea Region is also of geopolitical importance. In the context of globalization and uncertainty in the world, strengthening the cooperation in the Region contributes to the sustainability and to the establishment of peace and stability.

33. The Hellenic Republic has contributed significantly to upholding the main objectives of the BSEC, meaning peace, stability, security, growth and prosperity of the peoples in the Black Sea Region.  The Hellenic Republic hosts two of the affiliated institutions of the Organization, the Black Sea Trade and Development Bank, based in Thessaloniki, which constitutes the financial body of the Organization and the International Centre for Black Sea Studies, based in Athens, which acts as the coordinating body for the interdisciplinary cooperation. 
34. The Hellenic Parliament has always been actively involved in the work and activities of the Assembly. It should be noted that to enhance the coordination of the work of the Parliamentary Assembly with the intergovernmental Organization, the Hellenic Parliament undertook the arduous task of holding two consecutive PABSEC Presidencies, during the first and second half of 2014. Moreover, it has hosted numerous meetings of the Parliamentary Assembly’s Committees, while for the future planning is included organisation and hosting of other Committees by the Parliament. 
35. The Hellenic Parliament always supports the initiatives that contribute to the attainment of the objectives of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organisation, and it will take all the necessary actions for the expansion and deepening of the economic and political relations between the member states, as well as for the advancement of the status of the Organization in the international political scene and the European Union.              

36. The strategic objectives of the Republic of Moldova in the Region consist in the strengthening of democratic stability and prosperity through projects of regional cooperation and cooperation with the EU partners. Taking into consideration, its political commitment to European integration, which has direct and positive implications for the economies and societies in the Region, the Republic of Moldova pleads for the development of a flexible and pragmatic cooperation between PABSEC and the EP to the benefit of all the countries in the Black Sea Region. 
37. Placing European integration at the top of its political agenda, the Republic of Moldova considers that the efficient dialogue with the PABSEC Member States will contribute in all respects to the advance of the European integration process. For the Republic of Moldova, as a founding state of the BSEC, it is important to take part in concrete projects carried out by BSEC, where tangible benefits and experience can be gained. The Republic of Moldova will make sustained efforts for more active participation in initiatives and working groups, especially in priority areas such as transport, tourism, economy, energy, education and environment protection. 
38. Throughout the 30 years of PABSEC, Moldovan Parliament has always considered that effective cooperation between and among the national parliaments of the PABSEC constitutes a powerful means of increasing the effectiveness of the Assembly. In the meantime, the conflicts in the wider Black Sea Region are a serious source of regional instability due to their negative impact on internal and external growth.
39. Being the youngest member of the PABSEC, the Republic of North Macedonia expresses its readiness to participate in various initiatives within the PABSEC framework, aimed at strengthening the regional cooperation. Through active engagement in parliamentary diplomacy, it has sought to foster dialogue, build bridges, and find common ground on issues of regional importance. It has actively engaged in dialogues with counterparts from other Member States to exchange best practices and share experiences, fostering mutual learning and cooperation. 
40. The Republic of North Macedonia notes that to further enhance the interparliamentary cooperation within the PABSEC, regular high-level Summits should be convened among the Member States' leaders, which will provide a platform for addressing the regional challenges and setting the collective goals. Looking ahead, the Republic of North Macedonia considers that the future cooperation within the PABSEC should focus on areas, such as Research and Innovation, Sustainable Development, Digitalization and People-to-people exchange. 
41. Fostering collaboration in research and innovation will address shared challenges and seize opportunities for economic and technological advancement. Also, embracing digitalization and fostering innovation will drive economic diversification, increase competitiveness, and create new opportunities for cooperation in emerging sectors. The enhancement of the cooperation in disaster Management and Emergency Response will address natural and man-made crises more effectively.

42. The regional cooperation at the Black Sea has been, over the years, one of the main priorities of the foreign policy of Romania. The Parliament of Romania is a PABSEC founding and full-fledged member since 1993. Romania’s actions constantly aimed at developing cooperation in the Black Sea, both bilaterally and multilaterally, with a particular emphasis on the BSEC. 
43. The Parliament of Romania has been a permanent catalyst of cooperation among the members of the Black Sea family and a strong promoter of the values and principles, which represent, beyond any economic approach, the common ground that BSEC was built. As a founding member of the BSEC and a member of the European and Euro-Atlantic structures, with a particular geostrategic position, Romania will continue to promote the Region’s interests at international level. While fully aware of the economic character of the BSEC, which Romania always sought to preserve and enhance, the Parliament of Romania advocates that all Member States should observe the commitments made under the BSEC Charter. These commitments include adherence to the principles of international law and respecting them, as well as working together for assuring security, stability and development for the BSEC Member States and their people. 
44. There is a need to set out a new political approach for BSEC cooperation, a one that pays heed to the new realities of the region, with a view to providing guidelines for a cooperative Black Sea region at peace. Setting ambitious political priorities in a future-oriented manner is more important than ever in order the overall consequences of the crises in the region to be jointly addressed. 
45. Since its accession to PABSEC in 2004, the Republic of Serbia has advocated for the development of friendly relations with the Member States, as well as the strengthening of the Organisation, its visibility, and reputation on the international stage. The leadership of the National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia and the PABSEC Serbian Delegation attach special importance to the Organisation.

46. The National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia has always been actively involved in the activities of the Assembly. It has presided over PABSEC in 2010, 2016 and 2022 and hosted numerous committee meetings. The holding of the PABSEC General Assembly in Belgrade in 2022 represents the first meeting with the physical presence of participants, after a long break due to the pandemic, and is the pinnacle of Serbia’s Presidency of PABSEC in the second half of 2022, whereby Serbia once again confirmed that it is an important factor in peace and stability in wider Black Sea region. On that occasion, all PABSEC Member States took part in the Plenary Session in Belgrade.

47. Serbia is firmly committed to further intensifying cooperation with PABSEC and strengthening friendly relations and further improving cooperation with all Member States of the Organisation. The challenges faced by the countries of the region require the strengthening of mutual trust and cooperation through joint projects and the work on expanding regional economic and political capacities for general stability and development.
It is important that the BSEC Member States strengthen mutual ties in all the key areas around which they gathered at the time of the establishment of the Organisation.
48. Being one of the initiators of the BSEC, the Republic of Türkiye has taken an active role in its establishment, and since then it has been actively participating in its activities and hosting the secretariats of the BSEC and the PABSEC. Türkiye attaches great importance to boosting the trade and economic ties between the BSEC Member States. Türkiye pioneered the preparation of the Draft BSEC Trade Facilitation Strategy. Other trade-facilitation related topics considered to be priority on the agenda are cooperation in Border Crossing Points, experience sharing in relation to National Trade Facilitation Committees and cooperation in the sphere of E-Commerce. 
49. Türkiye considers that the cooperation in these spheres will contribute to the trade policy making and capacity-building processes of the BSEC Member States. Agriculture is one of the important areas of cooperation in the BSEC. Many studies have been carried out to develop agricultural trade and cooperation with the BSEC. The Republic of Türkiye served as Country Coordinator of the BSEC Working Group on Agriculture and Agro-Industry for the third time in a row for a period of 2 years until June 2023. 
50. It is important to stress that reducing the tariff rates applied to customs duties between the countries of the Region through free trade agreements, especially in the trade of agricultural products as well as carrying out studies for the enactment of legislation (laws, international agreements, free trade agreements, etc.) aimed at reducing other non-tariff barriers applied in agricultural trade will increase the export volume to Black Sea countries. 

51. Massive Russian missile attacks on Ukrainian has caused the ruthless destruction of Ukraine's transport infrastructure and hinder the functioning of the international transport corridors, disrupt the Europe-Asia logistic supply chains, block the transit, and sharply limit the transport capabilities not only in Ukraine, but also in other countries, posing a threat to global food security. The Ukrainian coast of the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov, including the seaports, have been subject to intense rocket and artillery fire by the Russian armed forces. All Ukrainian ports on the Black and Azov Seas, on the Dnieper and Danube rivers were either closed or operated with restrictions on the entry and exit of ships. The seaports in the temporarily occupied Crimea, as well as the seaports of Berdyansk, Mariupol, Skadovsk, are under occupation and are closed until the restoration of the Ukraine's control over them. 
52. To ensure stability, Ukraine has created the Danube Maritime Cluster, which includes the ports located in the Danube region (Reni, Izmail, Ust-Dunaysk). Currently, they are operating normally, expanding the cargo base, increasing the management of ships at the berths. Ukraine has simplified the border crossing regime, by simplifying the customs procedures for the period of the martial law. At the same time, the priority projects for the restoration of the border infrastructure are currently the repair, construction, and reconstruction of checkpoints with the installation of scanning systems and the automation of customs inspection and layout processes. 
53. An Agreement on the Liberalization of Road Freight Transport was signed in 2022 between Ukraine and the European Union (EU). Thus, Ukrainian carriers were able to cross the border with EU countries without additional restrictions on the number of entries and length of stay. This is an important step for free trade with the EU and further European integration of Ukraine. At the same time, in order to increase the capacity of automobile checkpoints, Ukraine has implemented the "Free Border" project with neighbouring countries. 
III. CONCLUSIONS
54. The 30 years of cooperation among the parliaments of the BSEC Member States is a good example of how parliamentarians from different countries can discuss common problems, exchange experiences, and find shared solutions within the framework of the declarations and statutory documents of the Parliamentary Assembly. Parliaments of different countries play an important role in representing the interests of people and making relevant decisions at the national level, but when parliamentarians work together on the international stage, they can act more effectively by joining forces to achieve common goals. For international parliamentary cooperation to be successful, it is necessary to engage in dialogue, respect differences and strive for consensus. This requires parliaments to be cooperative and open, and willing to compromise to achieve common goals. This process may be endangered by a policy increasingly based on xenophobic and nationalist ideas, and it is important to prevent the manifestation of such negative practices.
55. Today, the PABSEC unites 81 MPs representing the national parliaments of 13 BSEC Member States. Over the course of 30 years, the PABSEC has held more than 60 Plenary Sessions of the General Assembly, about 200 committee meetings, prepared reports on the most topical issues of socio-economic development, adopted about 200 mutual recommendations, held many joint events in cooperation with other parliamentary assemblies, and came up with various initiatives to strengthen partnerships and increase the role of Black Sea Economic Cooperation stakeholders at all levels. The National parliaments are bringing their valuable contribution to strengthening the main directions of multilateral activities, enhancement of dialogue and solidarity aimed at increasing of welfare of the peoples, strengthening of stability and security in the Region, building common future.
56. Parliamentary diplomacy plays an important role in creating the legal basis for relationships, harmonizing national legislation with international law and legislative activities. The further development of inter-parliamentary relations, which has made it possible to more actively participate in resolving foreign policy issues, contributes to the establishment of ties in the socio-political, socio-economic, cultural, and humanitarian spheres, and contributes to the development and strengthening of cooperation between the states. A significant increase in the role of parliamentary diplomacy and inter-parliamentary cooperation, as an important foreign policy tool with unique capabilities for maintaining contacts and finding common ground between peoples’ representatives, is of vital importance for the formation of appropriate public opinion and strengthening harmony and trust between the peoples. To this end, the Assembly needs to continue to increase its efficiency and the activity of its members, strengthen interactions between the Assembly and national parliaments, and find the most effective solutions to common problems facing the countries of the region taking into account country-specific circumstances, as well as key historical, economic, social and political factors. 
57. The parliaments and the governments of the BSEC countries must exploit their possibilities at the utmost in order to boost the economic cooperation in the Black Sea Region with a view of enhancing the stability through greater cohesion between the Member States for the successful realization of shared objectives of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation. A concerted effort to promote sustainable development practices will further enhance mutual understanding and build strong bonds among the BSEC countries. The Assembly should interact more closely with the BSEC Organization and its related bodies in the process of implementing the “Economic Agenda: Towards a Sustainable Future of the Wider Black Sea Area”, which is a roadmap document for the BSEC Member States for the future. 

58. It is necessary to strengthen the multidisciplinary and results-oriented cooperation that has been established between the structures of the BSEC family at interparliamentary (PABSEC), intergovernmental (BSEC Organization), financial (Black Sea Trade and Development Bank), business (BSEC Business Council), academic (International Centre for Black Sea Studies) levels and with the participation of BSEC observers and Sectoral Dialogue Partners. Strengthening dialogue at all levels and coordination between all participants in the BSEC process will ensure the strengthening of comprehensive development and well-being.

59. The PABSEC has to pay more attention to broader public participation and ensuring their access to the general information on the activities of the PABSEC and the BSEC with the aim to promote the ideas and goals of the Black Sea cooperation. This, in its turn, requires the effective involvement of the authorities at regional, national and local levels, as well as the representatives of the non-governmental organizations, the business and industrial communities, the scientific and technical circles, youth and the mass media. In this context, it is important to give priority attention to the issue of renewing cooperation between women parliamentarians of the BSEC Member States, as well as new initiatives of the PABSEC in the field of strengthening cooperation in different fields and at different levels. 
60. Noting the serious concern of the Member States and their parliaments in connection with the Russia's war of aggression against Ukraine, the Assembly expresses conviction that the Black Sea, which is a symbol of the unification of the Member States on the basis of mutual trust and understanding, should not become a place of division and separation. The political will with which the PABSEC was established 30 years ago must be strengthened on the basis of the general principles of good neighbourliness for the benefit of the peoples living in the Black Sea region. That is why the Black Sea region should unite all and promote cooperation.
61. Regional integration is an important feature of the modern international framework. The diversity and non-homogeneous nature of cultures and civilizations should become the basis for mutual enrichment and development, and not for confrontation. It is necessary, on the basis of mutual respect and tolerance, to conduct dialogue and exchange experiences, to mutually complement each other in the name of joint progress, maintaining peace, stability and security for all, in conditions of equality and constructive interaction.

62. In this difficult period for the region, the PABSEC expresses its readiness, within its competence and through the joint efforts of parliamentarians, to contribute to the achievement of peace, stability and prosperity. It is necessary to create the conditions for overcoming divisions and conflicts within the framework of international law, as well as strengthening good neighbourhood among the states in an atmosphere of mutual understanding, mutual trust and mutual respect. The PABSEC has always been following the principle of seeing the Black Sea as a symbol of the unification and rapprochement of peoples and countries, and not of separation between them. 
(  	The text was considered at the Sixty-Second Meeting of the Legal and Political Affairs Committee, organized in Istanbul on 31 October 2023 and adopted at the Sixty-Second Plenary Session of the  General Assembly in Kyiv on 17 November 2023
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