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We, the members of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (PABSEC), gathered in Kyiv, on 15-17 November 2023, on the occasion of the 62nd PABSEC General Assembly, 
· Being guided by the aims and objectives of the Assembly endeavoured to secure the understanding and adoption by the peoples of the Member States of the ideals, objectives and aims of the Organisation by using common historical values of the Member States, to provide a legal basis for economic, commercial, social, cultural, humanitarian and political cooperation among the Member States and to further the aims of the PABSEC, as outlined in the Article 1 of the PABSEC`s Rules of Procedures. 

· Underlining the commitment for a peaceful, strong, stable and united Black Sea Region, with the same values and respect for the principles of international law;

· Firmly condemning the Russia’s unprovoked and unjustified war of aggression against Ukraine launched in continuation of occupying the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol and parts of territories of Donetsk and Luhansk regions in 2014, 
· Expressing unwavering support for Ukraine’s independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity, within its internationally recognized borders, as well as its inherent right to defend itself from external aggression, in line with Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations,
· Stressing that the Russian Federation’s war of aggression against Ukraine constitutes a gross violation of the principles of international law enshrined in the UN Charter, the Helsinki Final Act as well as statutory principles and objectives of the PABSEC and BSEC,

· Strongly condemning the Russia’s deliberate attacks against Ukraine’s residential areas and critical infrastructure, as well as intentionally targeting civilians, including children, deporting them by force to the Russian Federation,

· Considering that all perpetrators of war crimes, crimes against humanity and other atrocity crimes must be and will be held accountable according to international law,

· Welcoming the International Criminal Court’s investigation of possible war crimes related to the Russian war of aggression against Ukraine, including the arrest warrants for President of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin, and Commissioner for Children’s Rights, Maria Lvova-Belova, 
· Recognizing that the Russian Federation’s aggression against Ukraine affected security and safety in the Black Sea region, thus undermining development of economic, commercial, social, cultural and political cooperation among the BSEC member countries, 
· Condemning the destruction of the Kakhovka Dam conducted by the Russian Federation, which brought about extensive flooding, caused the most significant environmental disaster witnessed in Europe over the past decades and constitutes an act of ecological and technological terrorism and affect all the countries of the Black Sea Basin;
· Emphasizing the need for joint efforts to unblock Ukraine’s trade routes and seaports in the Black Sea so that international trade, especially with respect to agricultural products needed to prevent a food crisis, can resume,
· Supporting President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s Peace Formula aimed at restoring a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in Ukraine and Black Sea region based on full respect of Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity within its internationally recognized borders,
· Recalling all relevant resolutions of the UN General Assembly including 68/262 of 27 March 2014 “Territorial integrity of Ukraine”, ES-11/1 of 2 March 2022 “Aggression against Ukraine”, ES-11/2 of 24 March 2022 “Humanitarian consequences of the aggression against Ukraine”, ES-11/4 of 12 October 2022 “Territorial Integrity of Ukraine: Defending the Principles of the Charter of the United Nations”, ES-11/5 of 14 November 2022 “Furtherance of remedy and reparation of aggression against Ukraine”, 76/179 of 16 December 2022 “Situation of human rights in the temporarily occupied Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol, Ukraine”, ES-11/6 of 23 February 2023 “Principles of the Charter of the United Nations underlying a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in Ukraine”,
· underlining that the restoration of Ukraine's territorial integrity within its internationally recognized borders and the assurance of Ukraine's state sovereignty, constitutes a fundamental prerequisite for ending the war and establishing lasting peace in the Black Sea region,
· Further noting that Russian parliamentarians’ unanimous support of the war and the aggressive policies of the Kremlin effectively disqualifies the present Russian parliament as a responsible partner for dialogue and makes sanctions against these parliamentarians a legitimate and appropriate policy towards them as accomplices,
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation:

· Strongly condemns the Russian Federation’s aggression against Ukraine, launched in 2014 and expanded to a full-scale military aggression and invasion in 2022, 
· Expresses solidarity and support for Ukraine in light of the Russian Federation’s unprovoked, unjustified, large-scale aggression against Ukraine, which undermined the very essence of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation aimed at «turning the Black Sea Region into one of peace, stability and prosperity» as it was declared by the BSEC founding members,

· Calls upon the Russian Federation to immediately cease its military aggression and to withdraw all its military forces from the entire territory of Ukraine within its internationally recognised borders

· Urges Russia to release the children and minor adolescents abducted from Ukraine into the care of the Ukrainian authorities without delay so that they can return to their parents and families or legal guardians, 
· Condemns Russia’s unjustified and intensified attacks on Ukrainian ports and grain infrastructure in the Black Sea and the Danube and urges Russia to stop threatening global food security and to return to the international framework associated with the UN to resume grain export from Ukraine,

· Supports the establishment of a special tribunal for the crime of aggression against Ukraine in order to bring to account Russian officials responsible for the crime of aggression that, in turn, has led to heinous war crimes and crimes against humanity committed by the Russian Federation in Ukraine,
· Calls on the Parliaments of BSEC Member States to ensure continued political, financial, humanitarian and military support to Ukraine in order to defend itself from the Russian Federation’s aggression, 
· Calls on BSEC Member States to define a strategy on how to overcome challenges posed by the destructive behaviour of aggressor States, which will guide the activities of PABSEC and BSEC in the future,
· Decides to create the working group on preparation of the further comprehensive amendments to the PABSEC Rules of Procedure in order to establish an effective and reliable mechanism for consideration and decision-making on the suspension or expulsion of national delegations, in case their countries grossly violate the aims and objectives of the Organization, and their parliaments directly support such actions.
