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RECOMMENDATION 195/2023*

“The Role of the Parliaments in Strengthening Child Protection Policies in the BSEC Member States”
1. The Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (PABSEC) underlines that enhancing and improvement of efficient legislation for quality development of younger generations is an important task for parliaments. Children need to grow up happy, get a decent education, and become worthy citizens of their country. Strengthening child protection policies is a necessary component of sustainable development, social cohesion, stability and security at national, regional and international levels. 
2. PABSEC welcomes that child protection is the highest priority of the state policy of the BSEC Member States and therefore, best interests of the child are prioritized. Strengthening child protection, promoting their rights and empowering them lay the foundation for physical, psychological, spiritual, social, emotional, cognitive and cultural development of children and are priorities for national and international parliamentary activities. 
3. The PABSEC recalls its previous recommendations that discuss various aspects of child protection, including the Recommendations 127/2012 “Child Protection in the BSEC Member States: Assessment of Recent Developments”, the Recommendation 110/2009 “The Need to Protect Children from Commercial Exploitation in the BSEC Member States”, the Recommendation 109/2009 “Migration in the BSEC Member States – Social and Cultural Aspects”, the Recommendation 77/2004 “Improving Social, Economic and Civil Rights of People with Disabilities”, the Recommendation 74/2003 “The Fight Against Poverty in the BSEC Member States”, the Recommendation 41/1999 “The Legal Framework for Child Protection in the BSEC Member Countries”, the Recommendation 24/1997 “Youth Cooperation in the Black Sea Region”, 74/2003 “The Fight Against Poverty in the BSEC Member States”, the Recommendation 14/1996 “Social Guarantees during the Transition Period in the PABSEC Member Countries”, the Recommendation 10/1995 “Cooperation among the PABSEC Member Countries for the Improvement of Education” and reaffirms its consolidated commitment to solving children’s problems and ensuring their best interests.
4. The PABSEC shares the concern that the rights of the child are at greater risk during crisis and emergency situations, such as armed conflicts, terrorism, migration, forced displacement, healthcare and economic crises, natural disasters, and hence should be particularly respected and protected. Unfortunately, children are often the most socially vulnerable and suffer from limited opportunities in difficult situations. It is necessary to use existing opportunities, to intensify measures to protect the interests of children through rapid and large-scale actions. To this end, the parliamentarians of the Black Sea region join the calls for immediate ceasefire and protection of all children from physical and psychological damage. 
5. The PABSEC underlines that any form of discrimination deepens social and economic exclusion and undermines the ability of children to develop their full potential. The increased risk of discrimination and neglect associated with disability, racism, xenophobia, ethnicity, migration and displacement, natural disasters and armed conflict has a heavy impact on the lives of children and youth. Many children are forced to leave their homes, engage in criminal activities and risk of being trafficked.

6. The PABSEC highly appreciated the role of the parliamentary committees in the child protection sphere and notes that the common challenge for parliaments is to reaffirm the political will to strengthen child protection policies and intention to improve the rules, laws, regulations, guaranteeing the rights of children and to enact legislation aimed at ensuring the best interests of children. Implementation of these challenges requires a systematic approach that enables parliamentarians to support national programs and to provide additional support. 
7. The PABSEC stands ready to further support the parliaments to enhance international parliamentary cooperation in the field of the protection of children's rights in a bilateral and multilateral format and consider the possibility of creating a regional platform for the regular exchange of information and experience on issues related to the promotion of children's rights. Sharing knowledge and best practices through international cooperation networks creates conditions for achieving fast and effective changes in the field of child protection policies. 
8. Therefore, the PABSEC recommends that the parliaments and the governments of the BSEC Member States:
i. continue action in strengthening child protection policies and improve the rules, laws, regulations, guaranteeing the rights of children and ensuring the best interests of the child;

ii. implement policy in the field of protecting the children’s rights, ensuring maximum opportunities for their development, upbringing, education, and socialization;
iii. maintain a dialogue with citizens on the development of appropriate child protection policies and their implementation at the local and national levels;
iv. enhance a systematic approach that enable to improve legislation to support national programs and strategies to protect children with due regard to the best interest of children;
v. take all necessary measures to eliminate all forms of violence against all children in all settings – institutions, schools, the home and the community;

vi. pay special attention to the most vulnerable and socially excluded groups, including disabled children, migrant children, separated or unaccompanied children and children without parental care; 
vii. encourage adoption of legislation aimed at addressing the special needs of children in case of armed conflicts and wars;

viii. provide necessary assistance to parents, families, legal guardians or caregivers and to ensure that children grow and develop in a safe and stable environment, an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding;
ix. support measures to raise awareness among children and parents with the aim to mobilize public opinion;
x. design appropriate strategies for partnership between governments and NGOs in matters concerning child protection and ensuring their interests;
xi. enhance cooperation in the field of children’s rights and child protection, particularly in addressing problems of transnational character, such as trafficking in human beings and cyber-crime;

xii. share knowledge and experience through international cooperation networks which creates conditions for identifying solutions for planning, designing, implementing and monitoring progress towards achieving faster and more effective change in child protection;
xiii. consider the possibility of creating a regional platform for the regular exchange of information and experience on issues related to the promotion of children's rights; 
xiv. strengthen cooperation with a wide range of stakeholders, including children's and youth organizations, educational institutions, civil society organizations, the media, United Nations agencies, national and international non-governmental organizations;
xv. support initiatives for organization of seminars, round tables and other bilateral and multilateral events between the BSEC Member States, aiming to raise and resolve issues at regional level, related with the child protection policies.
9. The PABSEC invites the BSEC Council of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs to consider this   Recommendation.
* Assembly debate in November 2023 (See Doc. GA62/CC61/REP/23, Report of the Cultural, Educational and Social Affairs Committee “The Role of the Parliaments in Strengthening Child Protection Policies in the BSEC Member States”, discussed on 2 October 2023 in Burgas; Rapporteur: Mr. Mr. Gegham Manukyan – Armenia)





Text adopted at the Sixty-Second General Assembly in Kyiv on 16 November 2023





2

