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I. INTRODUCTION

1. Children represent the future of humanity, and the further development of the world depends on their development and education. Children see the world in a completely different way and because of their sincerity the world can be changed for the better. Therefore, providing conditions conducive to healthy child development, education and protection shall become the priority of state policy. The state plays a leading role in child upbringing, education and proper socialization and development. Enhancing and improvement of efficient legislation for quality development of younger generations is an important task for parliaments. The improvement of legislation and exchange of experience pave the way towards increasing efficiency of the state policy in the field of child protection, as well as ensuring that the necessary measures are taken to provide the healthcare, intellectual, spiritual and moral development, personal and social education, and are important area of work for parliaments. 
2. It is noteworthy to mention that formation of the qualitative potential of the younger generations in present circumstances takes place in rather difficult circumstances. Serious problems remain in the protection of the children’s rights especially in the context of military conflicts and migration crisis. Therefore, it is necessary to pay attention to the creation of universal legislation that will ensure effective state policy for ensuring the rights, duties and responsibilities of officials and citizens, that will allow creation of effective conditions for safeguarding and protection of the rights of children. To achieve more progress in this direction, it is necessary to strengthen child protection policies in the BSEC Member States the partnership between the parliaments, governments, local authorities and civil society. Also family education is very important and in this domain state and parliament play significant role.
3. The PABSEC has addressed the subject of child protection within the framework of its discussions of the Report and the Recommendation 127/2012 “Child Protection in the BSEC Member States: Assessment of Recent Developments” and the Report and the Recommendation 41/1999 “The Legal Framework for Child Protection in the BSEC Member Countries”. Recommendation 110/2009 also addressed one aspect of child protection “The Need to Protect Children from Commercial Exploitation in the BSEC Member States”. Children-related issues have been also considered in the following documents: Report and the Recommendation 10/1995 “Cooperation among the PABSEC Member Countries for the Improvement of Education”, Report and the Recommendation 14/1996 “Social Guarantees during the Transition Period in the PABSEC Member Countries”, Report and the Recommendation 24/1997 “Youth Cooperation in the Black Sea Region”, Report and the Recommendation 74/2003 “The Fight Against Poverty in the BSEC Member States”, Report and the Recommendation 77/2004 “Improving Social, Economic and Civil Rights of People with Disabilities”, Report and the Recommendation 109/2009 “Migration in the BSEC Member States – Social and Cultural Aspects”. 

4. Sphere of protection of the children and ensuring their future calls for urgent actions since the geopolitical situation, instability, conflicts and especially the cyberspace threats are profoundly impacting the children and youth both in the region and in the world. Acknowledging the important role, that the parliaments play in this regard, the PABSEC decided the main issue of the 61st Meeting, the Cultural, Educational and Social Affairs Committee to be “The Role of the Parliaments in Strengthening Child Protection Policies in the BSEC Member States”. Contributions to the Report were received from the National Delegations of the Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of Bulgaria, the Hellenic Republic, the Republic of Moldova, the Republic of North Macedonia, Romania, the Republic of Serbia, the Republic of Türkiye and Ukraine. The necessary additional reference material has been obtained by the PABSEC International Secretariat, through the related internet resources and publications. 

II. STRENGTHENING CHILD PROTECTION POLICIES IN THE BSEC MEMBER STATES 
5. Every year on the first day of summer – 1 June International Children’s Day is celebrated. The main purpose of this day is to draw public attention to children’s problems and the need to ensure the well-being of all children in their life. Charitable actions organized around the world on this day are aimed at strengthening child protection policies and improving their lives, since every child has the right to a happy childhood and a better future.

6. The child protection is the highest priority of the state policy of the BSEC Member States and therefore, best interests of the child are prioritised. The state invests in their future with the aim to create the best possible conditions that will enable them to be physically healthy, mentally developed, emotionally balanced, socially responsible and educated, which will enable them to reach their full potential. Strengthening child protection involves promoting their rights, empowering them to express their opinions, and ensuring their voices are heard. By safeguarding children from harm and providing them with the necessary support, the state lays the foundation for physical, psychological, spiritual, social, emotional, cognitive and cultural development of children as a priority for the activities at national and international domain.

7. It should be noted that the rights of the child are at greater risk during crisis and emergency situations, such as armed conflicts, terrorism, migration, forced displacement, healthcare and economic crises, natural disasters, and hence should be particularly respected and protected. Crisis and emergency situations compound disparities that many children already experience in their access to economic, social and cultural rights. In these situations, and in times of economic hardship, children are more likely to become vulnerable to trafficking, exploitation and violence. It is essential that the state provide such children with adequate resources and services to meet their needs, such as housing, health care and education. Parliaments should support government initiatives and pass new laws in the field of strengthening the protection of children’s rights, contributing to their reintegration into society. It is also important to establish comprehensive systems to identify and reunite separated families, as well as provide psychosocial support to children affected by armed conflicts and hostilities.

8. The protection of children's rights in the BSEC Member States is carried out by both the Ombudsman/Commissioner for Human Rights and the Ombudsman/Commissioner for Children’s Rights, depending on the existence of these institutions. The documents regulating the protection of the children's rights include the Constitution of the country, the Family Code, the Civil Code, various laws in the field of protecting the rights of children, as well as international legal acts. International documents define the main directions of the state policy that have signed these legal acts. In a legal state, the rights and freedoms of a person belong to him from birth. The state is obliged to recognize, observe and protect human rights and freedoms from the very first days of life.

9. The main directions of strengthening the child protection policies include: the implementation of the children's rights provided for by the constitutions of states, the prevention of their discrimination, the strengthening of basic guarantees of the rights and legitimate interests of children, as well as the restoration of their rights in cases of violations; formation of legal bases of guarantees of the children's rights; assistance to the physical, intellectual, mental, spiritual and moral development of children, their civic education, as well as the personal realization in the interests of society; legislative provision of the children's rights; state support for the family in order to ensure the full-fledged upbringing of children, protect their rights, and prepare them for a meaningful life in society; establishment and observance of minimum social standards based on the country differences; responsibility of officials and citizens for violation of the rights and legitimate interests of the child; state support of local governments, civil associations and other organizations engaged in the activities to protect the rights and legitimate interests of the child.

10. Important attention is given to the role of a family, and the new and existing laws should create effective conditions for raising children in the family and in child institutions (nurseries, kindergartens, preschool education institutions, etc.). It is important to pay attention to the issues of state support for families, which should be reflected in the legislation. Family plays a crucial role in the upbringing and development of the child and is a basic moral pillar of society, which has the primary responsibility for the protection, education and development of children. Family retains the status of the leading social institution and is especially valuable for the development of an individual and the transfer of the experience of previous generations. The role of the family in society is incomparable in its strength, since it is in the family that the personal qualities of the child are formed and developed. Family and family traditions remain important values in rapidly changing socio-economic life. It is important to respect the rights and well-being of children and to provide necessary assistance to parents, families, legal guardians or caregivers so that children can grow and develop in a safe and stable environment, an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding.

11. Children experience various forms of violence, exploitation and abuse that have a devastating effect on children. In addition to the immediate risk to their lives and physical health, violence poses a threat to the emotional well-being of children and their future. The violence against children can be physical and emotional and, in many cases, children suffer at the hands of people they trust. Very common is domestic violence, which happens in the family. As a result of various socio-economic problems, many children live without parental support, such as orphans, street children, displaced and refugee children, trafficked and exploited children, etc. To rehabilitate and provide social support to the children affected by violence and abuse, governments put in place strong systems of protection by child protection authorities. In order to better protect children from violence and abuse, measures are being taken to enhance cooperation between various state bodies in the sphere of the child protection and social services. 
12. Any form of discrimination deepens social and economic exclusion and undermines the ability of children to develop their full potential. The increased risk of discrimination and neglect associated with disability, racism, xenophobia, ethnicity, migration and displacement, natural disasters and armed conflict has a heavy impact on the lives of children and youth. Children see how their parents struggle and how their societies are shaken by turmoil and crises. Many children are forced to leave their homes and there is a high risk that children often drop out of school and end up on the street engaging in criminal activities. Many of these children and youth are also at risk of being trafficked.

13. According to UNICEF data, over 1 billion children experience violence every year, due to wars, pandemics, climate change and poverty. Their mental health and psychosocial needs are often neglected, with consequences that can last a lifetime. Many children do not receive the essential financial support that could make a real difference, in terms of nutrition, health, education and care services. The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated existing challenges and created new ones. More specifically, the incidents about domestic violence started to multiply. The shift to distance learning disproportionately affected very young children, lacking access to internet connections and IT equipment. Today to main problems of child protection can be attributed weak systems to provide support to children, increasing numbers of working children, as well increasing numbers of street children.
14. Rapid technological evolution and social media has become one of the most powerful influences on the lives of children and youth. Nowadays, kids from a very young age use phones and gadgets that poses a risk of exposure to dangerous content on the internet. In this regard, it is very important to strengthen information security measures and protect children from information threats and risks in the modern digital environment. Therefore, it is necessary to protect children by combining the efforts of the state and the parent community, to form and introduce information security content on the Internet into the educational process, to increase digital literacy through educational activities.
15. There are more than 100 million refugees in the world today, of which more than 35 million are children. Ensuring the rights of refugee children is not a problem of one state or one region, but of the entire planet as a whole. Therefore, an international universal mechanism should be developed to protect the rights of refugee children and create conditions for them to provide normal life, education and development.

16. All children have the right to develop their core competencies and talents from early childhood and throughout school and vocational education. Access to inclusive, quality education must be guaranteed, among other things, through non-discriminatory treatment regardless of ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, nationality, social status. Initiatives to protect children should include providing them with opportunities for education and self-realization. Quality education empowers children, opens doors to opportunities, and enables them to become active and productive members of society. One of the priority tasks at present is the implementation of a policy in the field of protecting the children’s rights, ensuring maximum opportunities for their development, upbringing, education, and socialization. It is through these efforts that can build a brighter future for the children, filled with hope and happiness.
17. Child protection systems exist in all the BSEC Member States, although the focus may differ from one country to another depending on the situation in the concrete country. Such policies encompass promoting well-being and development of children, realization of all children’s rights, including their rights to be protected from all forms of violence, abuse, exploitation and harmful practices; and ensuring access for all children to quality, effective and appropriate preventive support, redress and remedy. In the recent years, the BSEC Member States have taken numerous measures by all countries in order to face urgent social needs of children created by the economic crisis, the intense migration, the COVID-19 pandemic and other challenges in the Region. However, the current economic and social circumstances call for intensification and coordination of efforts at regional level. The states, individually, and the international organizations must take measures to update and strengthen child protection policies.
18. At present, there is a need to strengthen the role of parliaments in solving current problems in the field of child protection by improving the relevant legislative framework and adopting and updating laws in order to ensure that the best interests of the children are taken into account and their development is full and harmonious.
The Role of the Parliaments 

19. Despite many differences between the national parliaments of the region in a changing political environment, children's rights are an issue that unites the efforts of all parliamentarians. A common challenge for parliaments is to reaffirm the political will to strengthen child protection policies and improve the rules, laws, regulations, guaranteeing the rights of children and to enact legislation aimed at ensuring the best interests of the child.
20. As elected representatives of their peoples, parliamentarians have a critical role to play in advancing development processes that are people-centred and based on the needs of their citizens. In recent years, the importance of involving parliamentarians in efforts to promote sustainable development has been increasingly recognized.

21. Implementation of many challenges of strengthening child protection systems require a systematic approach that enable parliamentarians to improve legislation to support national programs and strategies to protect the well-being of children and to provide additional support in advancing their rights.

22. One of the important powers that parliaments have is the ability to initiate scrutiny on any matter of public interest. Parliament is the key institution for control over the execution of laws. Parliamentarians have an important role to play in ensuring a responsible, inclusive and transparent process of achieving sustainable development for every person and every child. Investigations and hearings are being conducted within relevant parliamentary committees to determine the effectiveness of the measures taken, as well as working with colleagues at the national and international levels to develop the necessary laws, taking into account the urgency and topicality of the children’s needs.

23. Parliamentarians have the opportunity and constitutional authority to assume the important role of strengthening a coherent approach and effective partnership among responsible institutions in the field of children's rights in order to ensure children's access to education, healthcare, and social services, and create an environment that nurtures their growth and development.

24. Parliaments support measures to raise awareness among children and parents in cooperation with the media to combat violations of children's rights and mobilize public opinion.

25. Parliaments assist governments in strengthening systems for the protection of children's rights, including through collaboration with a wide range of stakeholders, including children's and youth organizations, educational institutions, civil society organizations, the media, United Nations agencies, national and international non-governmental organizations.

26. In order to successfully achieve the stated objectives of strengthening child protection systems and coordinating the development of public policy on child rights, parliaments can initiate and maintain a dialogue with citizens on the development of appropriate child protection policies and their implementation at the local and national levels.

27. It is necessary to strengthen international parliamentary cooperation in the field of the protection of children's rights in a bilateral and multilateral format and consider the possibility of creating a regional platform for the regular exchange of information and experience on issues related to the promotion of children's rights. Many regional and international organizations can support capacity building for the substantive work of parliamentarians through workshops on key issues. Sharing knowledge and best practices through international cooperation networks creates conditions for identifying solutions for planning, designing, implementing, and monitoring progress towards achieving child protection goals, and achieving fast and effective change.

28. Parliaments institutionalize their partnership with the UNICEF, through signing in certain cases of memoranda of understanding on strengthening institutional cooperation to advance the rights of the child. Such cooperation includes support for children's funds and helps to strengthen the capacity of parliamentarians to address children’s rights and increase the participation of children's institutions in decision-making processes.

29. The parliamentarians, members of the PABSEC, guided by the idea of mobilizing broader support and building new partnerships in order to ensure closer attention to child protection issues, took the initiative to organize children and youth festival with the participation of children groups from the Wider Black Sea Region, PABSEC parliamentarians and representatives of BSEC Related Bodies. Two children festivals "Golden Ferry” were organized in 2001 and 2002 under the auspices of the PABSEC.

Situation in the BSEC Member States
30. In the Republic of Armenia, the protection of children is carried out in full compliance with the “Law of the Republic of Armenia on the Child's Rights” which was ratified by the Parliament in 1996, along with other subsidiary legislative acts stemming from it. This law delineates the rights of children, outlines the obligations of the government, relevant authorities, and citizens, establishes the fundamental principles for executing state policies concerning the protection of children's rights, and governs the associated interactions and processes. The legal framework empowers the Parliament to exercise comprehensive authority in this critical domain. It enables the Parliament to address any deficiencies, arrange parliamentary hearings to facilitate public oversight, conduct distinct parliamentary investigations, and initiate legislative actions.

31. Parliamentary supervision is extended through the inclusion of the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Science, Education, Culture, Diaspora, Youth, and Sport of the National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia within the National Commission for the Protection of Children's Rights, established under the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs of the Republic of Armenia. This commission is entrusted with overseeing child protection policies in Armenia. Oversight of child rights protection matters within the Parliament is a collaborative effort involving two key National Assembly Standing Committees in the Republic of Armenia: The Standing Committee on Science, Education, Culture, Diaspora, Youth, and Sports, and the Standing Committee on the Protection of Human Rights and Public Affairs.
32. The parliamentary committees actively engage with non-governmental organizations and the Human Rights Defender's Office of the Republic of Armenia in the realm of child rights protection. This collaborative platform has been the venue for numerous parliamentary hearings and discussions, resulting in the formulation of legislative proposals put forth by deputies or distinct political groups.

33. Due to legislative amendments passed by the Parliament, all private and public schools across Armenia are now obligated to provide free textbooks to students in grades 1 to 4. Furthermore, inclusive education has been made mandatory for all schools to fully uphold the constitutional right of children to receive public education, irrespective of their social or physiological circumstances. To foster stronger connections with children and enhance civic awareness among students, student groups from schools across Armenia continually participate in parliamentary sessions and engage with parliamentary groups. 
34. Protecting the rights and well-being of children is one of the most important priorities of Azerbaijan and parliament plays a key role in creating and improving legislation aimed at ensuring child protection. The Parliament of Azerbaijan is actively working on the development and adoption of laws that guarantee the rights and interests of children. This includes legislation to prevent child labour, combat violence against children, ensure access to quality education and healthcare, and protect the rights of children with special needs. Parliament actively debates and improves laws to ensure they are in line with international standards and best practices in the field of child protection.

35. Moreover, the Parliament of Azerbaijan oversees and controls the implementation of legislation related to the child protection. Through its committees and sub-committees, Parliament continuously monitors the rights and well-being of children in the country. This includes holding hearings, considering complaints and appeals, as well as exercising parliamentary oversight of the implementation of programs and measures aimed at protecting children.

36. The Parliament of Azerbaijan also actively cooperates with state bodies, non-governmental organizations and international partners in the field of child protection. The Parliament encourages dialogue and collaboration to share experiences and share knowledge on best practices in this area. This allows to develop effective strategies and programs for the protection of children and their inclusion in society. However, despite the achievements, much work remains to be done. Problems related to children’s rights still exist, and it is necessary to continue strengthening child protection policies and work towards their solution.

37. The role of the Parliament of Azerbaijani in strengthening child protection policy cannot be overestimated. It continues to work to improve legislation, oversee and enforce it, and work with partners to achieve shared child protection goals. Azerbaijan strives to ensure that every child in the country has a safe, healthy and fair future.

38. The basic principles of regulation of children's rights in Bulgaria are enshrined in the Bulgarian Constitution. The main law in the field of children's rights is the Child Protection Act. Together with its Implementing Regulations, it indicates which state authorities are responsible for the implementation of child protection activities and measures and how they interact with each other. It also indicates how legal and natural persons may participate in those activities. The interest of the child in situations of conflict in the family and in adoption is outlined as a priority in the Family Code. It provides protection for children in the settlement of relationships based on marriage, guardianship and trusteeship. The Law on Protection from Domestic Violence regulates the rights of victims of domestic violence, the protection measures and the order for their imposition. According to the law, any domestic violence committed in the presence of a child is also considered mental and emotional violence against the child.

39. By Decision No 51 of 23.01.2023 of the Council of Ministers, the National Programme for the Prevention of Violence and Abuse of Children (2023-2026) and the Action Plan for its implementation (2023-2024) were adopted, developed under the leadership of the State Agency for Child Protection. The Agency coordinates the whole process of implementation of the activities and measures under the Programme. Part of the operational objectives set out in the Action Plan for the implementation of the National Programme provide for a review of the legal framework and introduction of new legal bases for improving the work and coordination of protection authorities and other institutions involved in the prevention of violence and abuse of children. A process for updating the National Strategy for the Child is currently underway, on the basis of which the Chairperson of the State Agency for Child Protection, together with the Minister of Labour and Social Policy, proposes to the Council of Ministers a National Programme for Child Protection. 

40. The main aspect of the work of the State Agency for Child Protection is the Coordination Mechanism for referral and care of cases of unaccompanied Bulgarian children and children – victims of trafficking returning from abroad. The mechanism is a reliable and verified tool for timely and adequate response of the competent institutions in cases of child victims of trafficking. The imposition of a measure not to leave the Bulgarian state for a period of up to two years or until reaching the age of majority, according to the Bulgarian Personal Documents Act, serves as a protective measure in order to prevent children travel for being involved in sexual and labour exploitation, using them for begging or neglecting them, as well as engaging in unfavourable activities and obtaining unlawful material income from various types of violence against children.

41. The Coordination Mechanism for interaction between institutions and organizations in cases of unaccompanied or separated from their family foreign children located on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria, including children seeking and/or receiving international or temporary protection is also an important part of the measures at national level for the prevention of violence and abuse of children. This Coordination Mechanism is established in order to ensure effective coordination and consistency in the performance of the specific obligations of all involved entities in the care and work with unaccompanied foreign minors established on the territory of the country, in order to ensure the protection of children's rights. Next, it aims to clarify and allocate the responsibilities, procedures and approaches of all interested institutions and organizations in the implementation of the Coordination Mechanism. Thirdly, the implementation of this system of an interinstitutional approach, which is introduced by the Coordination Mechanism, facilitates the complex, fast and effective follow-up of each specific case of unaccompanied foreign children and children separated from their families residing in Bulgaria, including those seeking and/or having received international or temporary protection.

42. Greece, during the last few years, has taken a number of legislative initiatives with regard to child protection policies. There has been recently a law by the Ministry of Education, Religious Affairs and Sport, on preventing and combating violence and bullying in schools. This anti-bullying law establishes a coherent and modern framework of measures to prevent and tackle violence and bullying in primary and secondary education. Current laws also provide for tightening the provisions on acts of assault on sexual dignity and freedom, changing the start of the limitation period for crimes against sexual freedom and economic exploitation of sexual life when committed against minors.   

43. In terms of policies that support families, labour, work-life balance and access to quality care for children a recent law introduced, for the first time, paternity leave and the legal framework of parental leave and other facilitations for parents and carers. The Law also provides protection from dismissal of parents who use the leave and flexible working arrangements for the upbringing of their children. Additionally, a recent law aims to coordinate foster care and adoption institutions by establishing the National Foster Care and Adoption Council which aims at speeding up procedures, collecting national data, updating and enhancing regulations on National Registers (of children in institutional care, foster care, adoption) and providing for sanctions in cases of failure to send data to the competent authorities.   

44. Furthermore, over the last three years, the Greek Government has endorsed a number of National Action Plans and Strategies that mainstream, in an integrated manner, the principle of leaving no one behind in public policies and reform measures, placing particular emphasis on those who are furthest behind and promote human rights, gender equality and social inclusion, not least for people with disabilities, minorities, women and children. Illustrative examples are: 
The National Action Plan on the Rights of the Child for the period 2021 – 2023 which is the first ever such dedicated Action Plan for Greece; The National Action Plan for Child Protection against sexual abuse and exploitation 2023-2027 was launched in April 2023 after a period of vast consultation; The National Action Plan for Gender Equality 2021-2025 of the General Secretariat for Equality and Human Rights; The National Action Plan for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2020-2023; The National Strategy for LGBTQ+ Equality launched in June 2021 and was adopted following public consultations.

45. With regard to institutional mechanisms there are actions addressed to boys and girls in the context of promoting gender equality which are part of the National Action Plan for Gender Equality 2021-2025 elaborated by the General Secretariat for Equality and Human Rights. This mechanism includes:  The General Secretariat for Equality and Human Rights Network of Structures for women victims of violence; Detection of the specific needs of the children of women hosted in shelters of the General Secretariat network of structures and creation of a special tool; Sexual and reproductive health education; Creation of Childcare units within large companies; The “Nannies of the Neighbourhood” program that was designed to support working mothers to take care of their babies, aged from 2 months to 2.5 years.
46. In recent years, the Republic of Moldova undertook actions to improve the legal basis in the field of child protection. Efforts were made to reform the care system for children in difficult situations based on several normative acts: the National Strategy and Action Plan for the reform of the residential child care system for the years 2007-2012; the National Programme on the creation of an integrated social service system for the years 2008-2012; the Strategy for the protection of children for the period 2014-2020 and the National Programme for the protection of children for the years 2022-2026 and the Action Plan for its implementation. 

47. The general objective of the Plan for the implementation of the 2022-2026 Programme comprises 11 priority actions, focused on: the consolidation of the child protection system to answer promptly and efficiently the needs of every child, by increasing funds allocated to family and child protection from 3,3% of the national budget and 1,1% of the GDP in 2020 to 6,6% and, respectively, 2,2% in 2026; ensuring zero tolerance on the part of adults and children for any form of violence against children, in order to lower the percentage of children exposed to violence from 1,6% in 2020 to 0,5% in 2026 and increase the percentage of the population who think that any act of violence against a child should be reported to authorities from 86,6% in 2018 to 100% in 2026; ensuring the raising of children in a safe and protective family environment guaranteeing their welfare, so that the rate of extreme poverty of households with three and more children drops from 38,1% in 2019 to 25% in 2026.

48. The Government’s priority is to promote a sweeping policy of ensuring child and family welfare; measures are taken to support families with children by increasing the one-time childbirth allowance. As of 1 October 2022, a monthly allowance was regulated to cover the care for each child until they turn 2 years old, established and awarded to each child in equal amount, whether the parents are insured or not. In March 2022, in the Republic of Moldova (Northern region) was opened a centre for developing and ensuring the functionality of regional centres for integrated assistance to children who are victims/witnesses of crimes. It is a highly specialised social institution, without a residential component, which offers to beneficiaries specialised assistance at the regional level. The beneficiaries of the Centre are children who are victims/witnesses of crimes of sexual nature, crimes related to trafficking in children or domestic violence, crimes against life or health, crimes that may have a serious impact on the child’s physical and psychical integrity and other cases which are of interest for the justice. 

49. In the Republic of Moldova, there are a number of non-governmental organisations that are competent in the field of children’s rights protection, like: UNICEF Moldova. On 5 August 2022, the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection signed a Memorandum of Understanding with UNICEF with respect to the award of technical assistance to consolidate the child protection system, including social services. The parties concluded a bilateral Action Plan for the period 2022 – 2023, covering measures like: granting monetary aid under the social service “Support for families and children”; employing personal assistants for children with disabilities; granting supplementary financial aid to professional parental assistants, educator-parents and children placed under professional parental assistance (APP) and to family type orphanages. The United States Agency for International Development  (USAID) finances two big projects: “Data for Impact: Using data for the benefit of children” aiming to consolidate the capacity of the Government and its partners at the national, district and local levels to collect, analyse and use data in order to make a positive impact on children; “Changing the Way, We Care” aiming to analyse thoroughly at the national, regional, and community level children’s situations in order to contribute to the process of development of the 2022-2026 Child Protection Programme.  
50. In North Macedonia, the child protection system is provided by the Child Protection Law, and other laws, which regulate the system and organization of child protection provisions. The state, as well as local self-government units, are responsible for providing adequate material assistance to parents for supporting, raising, caring for and protecting children and organizing and ensuring the development of institutions and services for the protection of children. The activity of social protection is provided through the exercise of rights to financial assistance from social protection and provision of social services and other measures determined by this law. 

51. The Annual programs for the Development of child protection activities regulate the use of funds for the protection of children as a system of organized measures and activities of the state for the care and protection of children in accordance with the Law on the Protection of Children and by-laws. The basic goal of the child protection activity is to provide conditions for optimal coverage of children in the system of child protection rights, as well as increased coverage of children with care and education of children of preschool age, full and rational use of spatial, personnel and other resources, as well as the created conditions for other forms of care and education of the population of children.

52. The National Strategy for the Fight Against Poverty and Social Exclusion addresses social protection, social inclusion, health, education, and employment of children. Aimed to increase birth registration for Roma and other minorities, expand patrol services to identify and support street children, and improve the provision of social services for children involved in street work and begging.  The National Action Plan against Trafficking in Persons and Illegal Migration is focused on preventing human trafficking by reducing the vulnerability of at-risk populations, improving the identification of victims, and increasing efforts to combat human trafficking and forced child begging. The National Action Plan for Education aims to expand inclusive education and improve education for the Roma community. Seeks to increase the number of Roma students in preschools and elementary schools. Increasing inclusion of children from vulnerable groups in primary school by accommodating first-time and returnee students; also provided scholarships to vulnerable populations with a focus on Roma children who indicate interest in continuing their education in an underrepresented field.

53. In recent years, significant efforts have been made in the country to build a system based on restorative justice that focuses on the best interests of the child. With the support of the European Union and UNICEF, the country has made progress in terms of harmonizing legislation related to justice for children with international norms and in terms of developing the capacities of professionals working in the justice system for children. The government has established institutional mechanisms for the enforcement of laws and regulations on child rights. With the aim of more active and wider involvement in the protection of children's rights, a special department for the protection of children's rights is established within the Ombudsman. The National Commission for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings continuously undertakes measures aimed at improving the identification of victims of human trafficking, providing them with assistance and protection, as well as more effectively detecting the perpetrators of human trafficking and bringing them to justice.
54. In Romania, the coordination and monitoring of the policy regarding child protection belongs to the Ministry of Family, Youth and Equal Opportunities, through the National Authority for the Protection of the Rights of the Child and Adoption (NAPRCA), which is a regulation authority in the field, with the aim to coordinate and control the entire activity concerning the protection and promotion of children on a national level, as well as to monitor the observance of child rights in Romania. The Authority elaborates law projects, methodologies, guides and work procedures for child service providers. At the same time, it centralizes data concerning the child protection system and data concerning child rights on a monthly, quarterly or annual basis. It also has the power to control the compliance with legality in the field, to apply sanctions/contraventions and, where appropriate, to refer cases to the criminal prosecution authorities. Another competence of the Authority is to draw up the strategy in the field and the programs for the accomplishment of its strategic objectives.

55. Romania has a solid legislative framework in the field but at the same time a flexible one to change, capable of answering to the new situations of risk for children, which appear in the social dynamic. The Law 272/2004, the Decisions 22 and 233/2022 as well as the Government decision 691/2015 are addressed to the children all over the country, to the Romanian children that live abroad and the ones whose parents are working abroad even if they are not in risk situations or in need. This is the base of a system for the welfare of the child, centred on prevention and addressed to all children and their families. There is also a Framework Methodology for prevention and multidisciplinary team and network intervention in case of violence against children and domestic violence and the multidisciplinary and interinstitutional Methodology for exploited children’s victims of trafficking in persons and Romanian minor’s victims of various forms of violence on the territory of other states.
56. The Government of Romania launched several national programs related with the activities of child protection, such as:  the "National Information System for Adoption - SINA" for citizens and other actors involved in the national and international adoption process. Within its framework, the Romanian citizens and institutions with responsibilities in the field of child rights protection and adoption will benefit of access to electronic services, information and two-way exchange of data between them. The project ”TEAM-UP: Progress in the quality of alternative child care” is aimed to increase the quality of the social assistance system by developing and introducing a set of operational procedures intended for the activity carried out by foster carers, by supporting a professional training program developed within the project and intended for specialists in the field and by creating a digital platform at national level that will contain essential digital education modules. 
57. International organizations for child protection continue to have an important role in the development of the Romanian system by creating, experimenting and transferring services to the local administration authorities, and also by importing know-how, human resources training programs, community involvement etc. The UNICEF launched a number of initiatives intended to increase social inclusion so that all children are protected, safe and healthy, having decent living conditions, and access to quality education. It also supports central authorities to implement evidence-based policies for children and their families, focusing on the most vulnerable ones, and had a contribution in the deinstitutionalization programme by promoting the right of children to grow up in a family environment. The UNHCR work in Romania for refugees from Ukraine: Currently, Romania hosts over 135,000 refugees from Ukraine, most of them women and children. The UNHCR supports refugees across the country by providing counselling, legal advice and psychosocial support, as well as money for newly arrived families. Other international organizations, such as: International Organization for Migration, Save the Children, Terre des hommes, World Vision and SOS Children’s Villages have ongoing projects in Romania.
58. In Serbia the Ministry of Family Welfare and Demography is in charge of the child protection policy. In its operation the Ministry applies the following legislative regulations relating to the protection of the child: Family Law, Law on financial support for families with children, Law on prevention of domestic violence, Criminal Code, Law on Special Measures for the Prevention of Crimes against Sexual Freedom Involving Minors,  Regulation on Detailed Conditions and Method of Exercising Right to Funds for Construction, Participation in Purchase, i.e. Purchase of Family-Residential Building or Apartment Based on Birth of a Child.
59. The Government of Serbia has set up a special national mechanism, that is, digital platform for violence prevention that includes children, called "I Protect You". The national platform covers in one place the necessary aspects of prevention and tools for violence prevention, which includes children and takes place in any environment, from family to school and public institutions.  The aim of the Platform is to coordinate and strengthen inter-sectoral co-operation among all relevant institutions in the fight against this type of violence.  The national platform “I Protect you" contains parts, which deal with information and education, in which data can be found on forms of violence, recognition and treatment in cases of violence, abuse and neglect can be found, in accordance with official procedures of the competent authorities. 
60. The National Platform involves different authorities in the process of dealing with violence, whose work is coordinated or supported by several ministries in the Government of Serbia: labour, employment; veterans’ and social welfare issues; family care and demography; education; home affairs; healthcare; information and telecommunication; and justice, as well as the Office for Information technologies and e-government of the Government of Serbia. The ministry also organizes online training for the use of the “I Protect You” platform, which is aimed at educators and employees in preschool institutions in Serbia.  The goal is to identify and prevent abuse, neglect, exploitation and violence against children.

61.  The Committee on the Rights of the Child, as a special standing working body, considers Bills from the aspect of the protection of rights of the child; monitors the implementation and application of laws and other acts regulating the status of the rights of the child;  assesses conformity of national legislation with international standards in the area of the rights of the child; co-operates with national and international institutions and bodies, and with local authorities; initiates amendments of regulations and propose the adoption of certain acts and taking measures aimed at the protection of the rights of the child; promotes the rights of the child; considers other issues of importance for the rights of the child.

62. In Türkiye, child protection services are carried out under the Child Protection Law No. 5395 and Social Services Law No. 2828, in line with the principle of the best interests of the child, in accordance with the Constitution of the Republic of Türkiye and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. The development of family-oriented services is of utmost importance in order to raise children in a healthier, self-sufficient and self-confident manner in terms of mental and social aspects. The services for children in need of protection are carried out by keeping the best interests of children in the foreground in line with children's rights, prioritizing a family-oriented approach. Ensuring that children grow up in unified and integrated families forms the basis of the protection services. Family-oriented services include: Foster Family Services, Adoption Services, Social and Economic Support Services.

63. The basic understanding in institutional care, which is implemented in line with institutional policy priorities, is to provide institutional care services for a short-term. Nevertheless, the mental, spiritual, physical, social, cognitive and emotional development of children, who are in institutional care are supported by applied programs, social and sportive activities regardless of the duration, in order to bring them up in line with their interests and abilities and to prepare them for life. Childcare institutions consist of home-type social service units, where the care and shelter need of children in need of protection are met. These are: Children's Houses, Children's Houses Estates, Specialized Children's Houses Estates, and Child Protection First Response and Assessment Units.

64. The activities carried within the scope of preventive services are: Mobile Child Social Services Application. With this application, children who are absent from school, at risk of being dragged into crime, at risk of neglect and abuse, or in need of social services intervention are identified, and then interviews are conducted with the relevant children and their families. After the interviews, the needs of the child and the family are determined, protective, preventive and supportive measures are taken to meet their needs, and the child is followed up in the family and school environment by carrying out the necessary professional activities. The Children Are Safe Program: this Program, which is a monitoring system for children and their families, has been put into practice in order to prevent the children receiving social services and the siblings of the children under protection living with their families from being exposed to risk again and becoming children in need of protection.

65. The activities carried within the scope of services to prevent secondary traumatization are: Expert Intervention Teams, which have been formed from experienced personnel from different professional disciplines, who have received qualified training in order to prevent cases of neglect, abuse, violence, etc., plan and implement preventive services effectively, plan the case management correctly from the first moment in line with the best interests of the child, carry out it in a healthy way, and prevent secondary traumatization of the victim child and his family. Child Monitoring Centres, affiliated to the Ministry of Health were established, where forensic interviews, forensic and psychiatric examinations are made and social needs are met, in order to prevent secondary traumatization of children who have been or are thought to have been abused. Social work officers have been assigned to Child Monitoring Centres.
66. In Ukraine, since the introduction of martial law, new challenges have arisen in the area of child protection: uncontrolled movement of Ukrainian citizens outside Ukraine, including families with children; movement of children with persons who are not relatives of the children (friends, neighbours, and etc.); relocation (evacuation) of children enrolled for round-the-clock stay in institutions of various types and forms of ownership within Ukraine and abroad; relocation of employees in various fields of activity, including children's services and employees of child welfare institutions to safe areas of Ukraine; cases of displacement (evacuation) of children without identity documents, without personal files of orphans and children deprived of parental care.

67. One of the most important issues of child protection under martial law was the coordination of actions of central and local executive authorities and local self-government bodies to organise the displacement (evacuation) of children, as well as the registration of displaced children. In April 2022, the categories of children to be registered by children's services were defined, and a new register was created in the Unified Information and Analytical System (UIAS) "Children". Given the impossibility of restoring the connection to the UIAS "Children" in the regions where active hostilities were taking place, the Ministry of Social Policy provided recommendations and identified the regions that entered information on the displacement of children into the register. The peculiarity of the statistical registration of orphans and children deprived of parental care in 
2022 was the inability of children's services to confirm the accuracy of information on the status of children from the temporarily occupied territories. Statistical information was obtained first from the government-controlled territories, and then information from the regions with temporarily occupied territories after 24.02.2022 was processed.

68. During the period of martial law in Ukraine, starting from October 2022, the status of a child deprived of parental care is granted to the children’s: whose parents do not fulfil their responsibilities for the upbringing and maintenance of the child due to the parents' stay in the territories located in the area of military operations or in the temporary occupation, encirclement (blockade), (as of 01.08.2023, 610 children were registered); whose parents are wanted as missing under special circumstances or recognised as missing under special circumstances (as of 01.08.2023, 27 children were registered);  whose parents are prisoners of war (as of 01.08.2023, 8 children were registered); whose parents are deprived of personal liberty (detained, taken hostage) (as of 01.08.2023, 8 children were registered).
69. In order to identify children left without parental care under martial law, starting from 24.02.2022, the following is carried out on a monthly basis monitoring of the social protection of children who for various reasons, have been left without parental care under martial law in Ukraine.  As of 01.08.2023, out of the total number of children (10,153), 7,143 children were temporarily placed in family-based care, including 6,510 children in the families of relatives/acquaintances; 317 children in the families of foster carers; 54 children in the families of Ukrainian citizens who expressed a desire to take in a child during martial law and received appropriate training; and 1,135 children were returned to their parents for further upbringing. For the temporary stay of children in difficult life circumstances there are shelters for children of the services for children, centres for social and psychological rehabilitation of children and centres for social support of children and families.
III. INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE AND FRAMEWORK 
70. The international protection of the children’s rights is carried out in several directions: the adoption of declarations, resolutions, conventions with the aim of setting international standards in the field of the children’s rights; creation of special bodies for the protection of the children’s rights; assistance in bringing national legislation in line with international obligations; and international assistance. Elaboration of legal instruments to protect children’s rights is carried out in two directions: (1) fixing the rights of the child in general declarations and conventions on human rights or in international agreements regulating the rights of certain social groups; and (2) drafting declarations and conventions specifically regulating the children’s rights. There are also charity funds all over the world that carry out various activities aimed at improving the lives of children.

The United Nations (UN)
71. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted in 1989 (ratified by all BSEC Member States) is the major international instrument to proclaim all fundamental rights of the child. The Convention, for the first time, considered the child as a subject of law, who is granted the full range of human rights. The adoption of this Convention was a major event in the field of protection of children’s rights. According to this document, all children have the right to develop their abilities, freedom from maltreatment or exploitation. The Convention on the Rights of the Child connects the opportunities of children with the rights and obligations of parents or persons responsible for them. The Convention affirms the priority of the children’s interests, considers the principle of observance of the rights and interests of all children without any exceptions or any discrimination. The Convention on the Rights of the Child has become the starting point for the elaborating regional conventions on the rights of the child and conventions regulating special rights of the child.
72. The UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime adopted in 2000, and its additional Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, underlines the role of cooperation in more efficiently preventing and combating transnational organized crime. The present convention represents an international instrument dealing related to the protection of trafficking of victims, especially women and children, describing in detail preventive measures to be taken and emphasizing that cooperation should be carried out in accordance with the relevant social policies in the field. The Convention is ratified by all BSEC Member States. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is responsible for implementing it. It offers practical help to states with drafting laws, creating comprehensive national anti-trafficking strategies, and assisting with resources to implement them. 

73. The International Labour Organisation Convention concerning the prohibition and immediate action for the elimination of the worst forms of child labour, adopted in 1999, considers that the effective elimination of the worst forms of child labour requires immediate and comprehensive action, taking into account the importance of free basic education and the need to remove the children concerned from all such work and to provide for their rehabilitation and social integration while addressing the needs of their families. The Convention is ratified by all BSEC Member States. 
The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
74. UNICEF works in over 190 countries and territories to save children's lives, to defend their rights, and to help them fulfil their potential, from early childhood through adolescence. UNICEF is guided by human rights principles, norms and standards contained in the key human rights treaties that underpin all of its work. UNICEF supports child protection systems by strengthening the capacities of both governments, as well as civil society organizations and other non-state actors, as duty bearers and of right holders including children themselves and their families and communities. UNICEF is guided by its Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian Action, the Minimum Standards for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action, the Inter-Agency Minimum Standards for Gender-Based Violence in Emergencies Programming and the Inter-Agency Standing Committee Guidelines on Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. In situations of armed conflict, UNICEF is guided by international humanitarian law and refugee law and is specifically mandated by Security Council Resolution. 
75. The UNICEF Child Protection Strategy 2021-2030 aims is to provide a clear vision and strategic framework for UNICEF’s work in Child Protection for the decade to 2030, while allowing flexibility for this work to be led by country and regional context and local needs. The Strategy is based on the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which is the basis of all UNICEF activities, as well as the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial discrimination and other relevant United Nations human rights instruments. The goals of the Strategy are primarily taken from the SDGs for Child Protection which partner governments and other stakeholders have adopted. The UNICEF network includes community health workers, teachers, parents, government officials, grassroots activists and most importantly youth themselves, in all their diversity, who offer a wealth of ideas and creativity on issues that matter to them.

The Council of Europe (CoE)
76. Protecting the rights of the child is at the core of the Council of Europe’s mission to safeguard human rights, uphold democracy and preserve the rule of law. Since the launch of the programme “Building a Europe for and with children” in 2006, the Council of Europe has striven to advance the rights of the child in its member states through subsequent multiannual strategies, implemented through standard-setting, monitoring compliance and supporting implementation through cooperation projects. Children in Council of Europe member states are entitled to enjoy the full range of human rights safeguarded by the European Convention on Human Rights, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and other international and European human rights instruments. Their rights include civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. 
77. The Council of Europe Strategy for the Rights of the Child (2022-2027) “Children’s Rights in Action: From Continuous Implementation to Joint Innovation” seeks to encompass all these categories of human rights and outlines the goals and priorities of the Council of Europe and its member states on protecting the rights of the child. This Strategy is the result of a broad and inclusive process including consultations and active engagement with different stakeholders. A total of 220 children were consulted through a participatory process organised between February and June 2021 with the active support of respective partner organisations, as well as specialised consultants accompanying the overall process until the adoption of the Strategy. The Strategy formulates the following goals: Freedom from violence for all children; Equal opportunities and social inclusion for all children; Access to and safe use of technologies for all children; Child-friendly justice for all children; Giving a voice to every child; Children’s rights in crisis and emergency situations. 
The European Union (EU)
78. The promotion and protection of the rights of the child is one of the objectives of the EU on which the Treaty of Lisbon has put further emphasis. Notably, Article 3(3) of the Treaty on European Union explicitly requires the EU to promote the protection of the rights of the child. The rights of the child are furthermore enshrined in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. Article 24 of the Charter recognizes that children are independent and autonomous holders of rights. It also makes the child's best interests a primary consideration for public authorities and private institutions. In addition, The EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child aims to build the best possible life for children in the European Union and across the globe. It reflects the rights and the role of children in the society. This strategy seeks to fulfil the shared responsibility to join forces to respect, protect and fulfil the rights of every child, to build together with children healthier, resilient, fairer and equal societies for all. Moreover, in 2022, EU adopted a strategy called “European strategy for a better internet for kids”, which is based on a safe “internet environment” for kids. The new European strategy for the internet aims primarily to protect the kids from the harmful and illegal online content.
The Organization of Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC)
79. The BSEC Economic Agenda: “Towards an Enhanced BSEC Partnership”, adopted in 2012, is a roadmap that defines the framework for joint actions necessary to give a new impetus to economic growth in the region and emphasizes the importance of sustaining development. This document puts forth the following objectives: Ensuring the sustainable development of human resources with due consideration to the prevailing demographic trends in the region and their impact on employment, education and training, health and social services, gender equality, child protection, migration and social inclusion; Recommending continuation of adopting the principles and practice of sustainable development into the national legislation, public policies and institutional mechanisms of the Member States as long-term objectives. By the end of 2023, the BSEC plans to adopt an updated version of this document.
IV. CONCLUSIONS 
80. Children of today are building the future of countries and the entire planet. Creating the necessary conditions to ensure the rights and interests of children, as well as their well-being is the main priority of each state. Children need to grow up happy, get a decent education, and become worthy citizens of their country. Strengthening child protection policies is a necessary component of sustainable development, social cohesion, stability and security at national, regional and international levels. 

81. Unfortunately, children are often the most socially vulnerable and suffer from limited opportunities in the context of social upheavals, military conflicts and migration crises. Children are not only killed and injured during war but are often deprived of the opportunity to get education. Armed conflicts always put children at extremely high risk and cause incalculable harm to them. In addition to the horrors of war, family well-being is damaged, children are at risk of separation from their parents and are posed to abuse. Children, especially today in the zone of the conflict between Russia and Ukraine, urgently need security, stability, access to safe learning, child protection services and psychosocial support. In this regard, it is necessary to use existing opportunities, to intensify measures to protect the interests of children through rapid and large-scale actions. Parliamentarians join the calls for immediate ceasefire and protection of all children from physical and psychological damage. 
82. Parliamentarians have the capacity to successfully advocate the rights of children and promote them. They play a key role in developing child protection policies, promoting new laws on children's rights, exercising a public oversight function, setting public budgets, interacting with national human rights institutions, encouraging the involvement and participation of children and young people in decision-making and ensuring the rights of the child in society.

83. The role of the parliaments is important in enacting the legislation as a response measure to address the serious challenges that the region continues to face today in this field. However, the efforts should be enhanced as to tackle the gaps and weaknesses in implementation of the laws and to translate them into concrete action. A new set of tools, mechanisms and funding is required so that the Member States meet the challenge of scaling up those social services which have been proven successful so far.

84. The BSEC Member States have embarked upon policy development with the aim to enhance child protection, in accordance with their national plans, needs and priorities as well as the commitments to international organisations and unions.  Child protection requires the intensification of comprehensive measures based on a holistic approach, including prevention and care measures, as well as initiatives aimed at addressing social problems and protecting children’s rights. Organizing campaigns to raise awareness of children's rights is also essential. 
85. However, much more remains to be done. The most important problems remain unresolved: in some countries there are children who do not attend schools, there is also discrimination; social services do not receive sufficient investment, armed conflicts continue. The childhood of millions continues to be marred by various forms of abuse, neglect, exploitation and violence. It is essential that national measures for children include targets for reducing any disparities between children. 
86. The tasks of preserving and enhancing of the quality of the growing children are difficult to reach without significant changes in government and public policy. The most important task for parliaments, society and the state are to determine new goals and priorities for the country's social development, taking into account new realities, achievements, challenges and opportunities. However, action to advance children's rights must not stop at the national borders.

87. Enforcing of rights of children, seizing development opportunities and maintaining peace requires solidarity, joint action and sound decision-making at all levels. Regular interaction on child protection issues within the BSEC could become a means of enhancing cooperation, overcoming instability and maintaining peace. It is necessary to address this challenge in a proactive and diligent manner and step-up common action to accelerate progress in building the world in which sustainable human development sharing the best interests of the child, is based on the principles of democracy, equality, and social justice. 
*   The text was considered at the Sixty-first Meeting of the Cultural, Educational and Social Affairs Committee organised in Burgas on 2 October 2023 and adopted at the Sixty-Second General Assembly in Kyiv, on 16 November 2023 
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